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UNIT 4. MONARCHY DEBATE

	OBJECTIVES:
	After studying this chapter, you should be able to:  

1. Discuss the factors that influence public opinion.

2. Summarize the diverse views on the issue of Monarchy.


3. Express your own opinion on the subject.



	CRITICAL THINKING: SKILLS:
	· Drawing conclusions

· Understanding cause and effect

· Identifying alternatives

· Predicting consequences 

· Expressing problems clearly

· Demonstrating reasoned judgement




The Burning Questions:
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· Is there is a place for monarchies in the 21st century? 
· Should Britain have an elected head of state, like many other Western democracies? 
· Are monarchies throughout the world an unwelcome reminder of times when most people were denied political rights and subject to arbitrary rule? Or are they a welcome symbol of national traditions, continuing heritage and social stability? 
· Are monarchies a cause for celebration? Should we care more about the births, deaths and marriages of royals than those of other citizens?  

· Are monarchs nothing more than symbolic figureheads with little or no influence? Do you wish your country had a monarch, or if it does, do you wish it hadn't?

Public Sentiments in Great Britain

For many decades in Great Britain the question of the Head of State remained taboo, despite other sweeping constitutional reforms. The situation seems to be totally different these days. The British public has strong feelings on the Monarchy as an institution, the Royal Family and namely – The  Queen. For the rest of the world The Queen is a figurehead representing her country; in Britain for many people Queen Elizabeth II and her family are a symbol they can identify with. The British public is obsessed with the details of the royal family’s life, and when people feel that The Queen has problems with her children, they see her as a real person with the same worries and anxieties as themselves.
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On the government level a special commission, The Fabian Society, has been formed to help the monarchy meet the social and political needs of modern Britain. The work of the commission is aimed at the whole series of far-reaching changes. The investigation team is made up of 10 high-profile figures, including former Clerk of the Parliaments Sir Michael Wheeler Booth, constitutional historian Lord Kenneth Morgan, Professor Dawn Oliver, constitutional law expert at University College, London and Labour peer Waheed Alli. The commission took evidence from a range of people – including Buckingham Palace officials. Buckingham Palace said: "The report is a useful contribution to the debate on changes to the monarchy.” 
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The Queen herself is to be asked her views on the future of the monarchy as part of the commission’s study. The panel is taking a serious and objective look at the whole subject and is not starting with any  biased views. It focuses on the constitutional role of the monarch, the size of the Civil List, The Queen's tax status and the monarchy's relationship with the Church of England. As a part of the massive inquiry into the present and future of the monarchy TV viewers in the UK were given a rare glimpse of The Queen's meetings with the Prime Minister on BBC One. 

Despite all troubles, the monarchy is still held in high regard by the majority of voters and any attacks on it, no matter how well-disguised, are bound to backfire. Tony Blair, the Prime Minister is also a committed monarchist and he has resisted all calls for a review of the institution. On the other hand a large number of ministers have republican sentiments and they are ready to speak out. Their demands range from complete abolition of the monarchy to Scandinavian-style reform with the monarch symbolising a more classless society, someone who's “above the political battle.". A whole series of social research have also spoken out in favour of change.

In Parliament, the chairman of the Commons public administration select committee has summed up what is probably the majority view by calling for a slimmed down, more modern monarchy. "If we don't do it now I'm afraid the monarchy will not survive the life of the present Queen," he said. 
But the message being quietly put out to ministers and loyalists from Downing Street is "keep quiet." It was not always like this. Labour has a deep republican streak running through it and Tony Blair has already abolished the hereditary principle in the House of Lords. And in late 1990-s it was believed a Labour government was ready to redefine the role of the monarchy as well. Today the Labour adopt a liberal view on the issue and silence is the order of the day, though it is becoming increasingly difficult to silence debate on the monarchy. 
TASK 1. Find in the text above the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

1. бесклассовое общество

2. убежденный монархист
3. полная  ликвидация монархии
4. номинальный глава; лицо, возглавляющее что-л. номинально

5. серьезное исследование настоящего и будущего монархии
6. общественное мнение 

7. отменить принцип наследования

8. занимать беспристрастную /объективную позицию

9. придерживаться республиканских взглядов
10. принимать что-л. близко к сердцу

11. быть высокого мнения о ком-л.

12. соответствовать общественным и политическим потребностям

13. пересмотреть роль монархии
14. прямо /без обиняков выступить за реформы
15. внимательно  и объективно рассмотреть проблему
TASK 2.  Answer the questions: 

1. What makes the British feel so strongly about the royal family?  

2. What are the activities of The Fabian Society aimed at?
3. In your opinion, what was the selection of the The Fabian Society members based on?
4. Who are the respondents of the The Fabian Society’s research?
5. What issues is the research focused on?
6. What is the position of the Prime Minister on the issues of Monarchy?
The Changing Face of the Monarchy

In Britain the monarchy has not always been popular. For many years there were growing republican sentiments. During the reign of Elizabeth II the royal family has undergone considerable changes. The public has become much more informed about the lives of the royal family due to in-depth press coverage. Two of Queen Elizabeth's sons, Prince Charles and Prince Andrew, separated from their wives; both separations occurred amid a flurry of international news. These separations were surrounded by accusations of infidelity and along with the subsequent death of princess Diana damaged the reputation of the royal family. But The Queen seems to have succeeded in making up for all these bad moments.
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The personality and family image of The Queen serve to remove the negative feeling.  In 1992 The Queen and Prince Charles agreed to pay taxes on their personal income, the first time the monarchy has done so. 

The Queen has always been a roving ambassador for Britain, and if we calculate the increase in trade after a royal visit abroad, the nation probably makes a profit from her activities, and that does not take into account the income from tourism in Britain generated by the monarchy and great state events such as royal weddings.
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In the spring of 1997, Her Majesty Elizabeth II launched the first official royal Web site, with 150 pages of history, information, and trivia. There is a "visitor's page," where both fans and critics of the Crown can voice their opinions about the Web site, comment on matters such as Prince Charles's relationship with Camilla Parker Bowles, and express their grief over Diana's tragic death. The site includes colour pictures of royal residences, historical tidbits, and even details about royal finances. Buckingham Palace claims it's the royal family's way of "making the monarchy more accessible".

TASK 3. Explain the meaning of the following phrases: 

1. For many years there were growing republican sentiments.
2. The public has become much more informed about the lives of the royal family due to in-depth press coverage.
3. The Queen seems to have succeeded in making up for all the bad moments.

4. The Queen has always been a roving ambassador for Britain.
TASK 4. Answer the questions:

1. What events in the life of the Royal family damaged the image of monarchy?

2. What is the Royal family doing to restore its public image?      

3. In your opinion, why did The Queen’s decision to pay income tax influence the public opinion so much?

4. What made Buckingham Palace launch the Royal Website on the Internet?

TASK 5. Analyse the charts below. How popular is the Monarchy with the British public?   

How Popular is the Monarchy?

As part of a live BBC debate “OUR MONARCHY: THE NEXT 50 YEARS” the people in the UK were given the opportunity to have their say about the British monarchy. Voting took place via the telephone and Internet. Digital satellite viewers were also able to vote via their remote control handsets.  Among other things people were asked, “If there were no monarchy, who would you vote for as President?” More than eighty per cent chose Queen Elizabeth II. 

Here are some other essential results of the 2002 opinion poll:



TASK 6. Render the following article into English paying special attention to the words and expressions in bold type:

"Mонархия – вне политики"

(Перевод интервью с экс-премьер-министром Великобритании Джоном Мэйджором в газете  "Дейли телеграф" )

В наше время есть модная, но бездумная точка зрения, которая заключается в том, что институт монархии –– анахронизм, не имеющий ценности и обреченный на смерть, что никто не может и не должен получить работу по наследству, что в современном обществе осуществление любой власти должно искать оправдание через выборы, что мы должны постепенно отказаться от монархии и двигаться в направлении нового государственного устройства ––  республики.

Век почитания авторитетов ушел безвозвратно. Но это еще не значит, что нужно отказаться от наследственного института, который является испытанной частью нашего образа жизни. Поступить так ––  значит поддаться предрассудку и порвать жизненно важные связи, удерживающие религиозное, социальное, культурное и политическое разнообразие, составляющее Соединенное Королевство.

Монархия – вне политики, что неподвластно выборному главе государства. Монархия сохраняется как устойчивый величественный институт во времена, когда многие реалии старого режима ушли в прошлое. 

Монархия напоминает нам о позитивных элементах британского характера: служении суверена своему народу, о долге и сдержанности. Все они составляют фундамент цивилизованного общества. Монархия поддерживает традицию, стабильность и, что ободряет больше всего, преемственность. Она тихо и терпеливо работает для общественного блага...
В странах Содружества –– даже в республиках –– сохраняется теплое отношение к британской монархии, которое идет дальше простого чувства. Оно приносит значительную прибыль британскому туризму, торговле и усиливает политическое влияние Великобритании.

Подумайте над тем, что случится, если монархия исчезнет. Президент-политикан. Потеря политической нейтральности главы государства. Соединенное Королевство, скорее всего, распадется на отдельные государства. Связи внутри Содружества ослабеют. У благотворительных движений не будет патронов ––  членов королевской семьи. Это будет Британия, изменившаяся к худшему, страна, лишенная своего самого выразительного достояния.

Но этого не случится. Мнение большинства ясно и определенно: мы довольны монархией ––  и по-другому не будет. 

The Future of the British Monarchy?
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These days there is an opinion that if the British monarchy is to survive into the next century, Prince William seems to be its saviour. The son of the Prince of Wales is in no doubt to where his duties and responsibilities lie. His country has expectations, which he has tried to fulfil, delivering excellent school work and displaying impeccable good manners. He is only too aware that the monarchy demands personal sacrifices. From an early age William has realised that the weight of historical inheritance can sometimes seem almost intolerable. But for William, the challenge in the years ahead will be to find a way of fulfilling his royal obligations while retaining a sense of personal freedom.


Prince William denied rumours that he doesn't want to inherit the throne. "It's something I was born into and it's my duty...  It's all about helping people and dedication and loyalty, which I hope I have – I know I have. I’ll take each step as it comes and deal with it as best as I can."

It’s Interesting to Know

· Prince William was the first heir to the British throne to be born in a hospital, the first to wear disposable diapers, and the first to attend nursery school.

· The Prince can't fly in the same plane as his father because an accident might take the lives of two future kings.

· In his childhood after William slipped away from the security staff at Balmoral Castle for half an hour, he was given an electronic tracking bracelet.

· At the age of eight Prince William was sent to a boarding school, where he shared a room with four other boys. He spent five years there.

· It was widely reported that Prince William was allowed to attend clubs and discos if he obeyed the following rules set down for him by The Queen:

· No smoking, alcohol, or drugs.

· No kissing girls in public.

· Avoid being photographed by the media.

· Arrive and leave with royal aides.

· Be accompanied by detectives and a trustworthy friend.

· Get permission to attend the party, and be home on time.

· Prince William is around 6'4", much taller than his father, who is around 5'10". William is left-handed.

· The prince began his four-year university course at the University of St Andrews in autumn 2001. At first he studied art history, but in April 2002 it was reported that he was thinking about pursuing a geography degree instead. He was registered under the name "William of Wales," and kept a deliberately low profile.

· After graduating from St Andrews, Prince William will reportedly spend time in Wales, learning to speak Welsh in preparation for his future role as Prince of Wales.

· William shares his mother's down-to-earth style. He has chosen to postpone using the title HRH (His Royal Highness) and prefers to be called simply William instead of Sir.

DISCUSSION

Should the Crown skip a generation? To modernise the monarchy, perhaps Prince William, rather than Prince Charles, should be the next King?

Would you like to trade places with Prince William? 

TASK 7. Render the following article into English paying special attention to the words and expressions in bold type:

Есть ли будущее у британской монархии?
Более ста лет назад королева Виктория провозгласила, что монархия не переживет ее больше, чем на 20 лет. Сейчас этот прогноз кажется слишком пессимистичным. Похороны королевы-матери в апреле 2002 года показали, что монархия все еще очень популярна среди простых британцев. 
Однако, хотя сторонники республиканского строя находятся в Британии в явном меньшинстве, даже многие убежденные монархисты считают, что давно настало время перемен. 
Что же необходимо изменить в королевской власти Британии? Каждый по-своему видит ответ на этот вопрос. Некоторые говорят, что пора отделить англиканскую церковь, главой которой является королева, от государства. Предлагается отменить Закон о престолонаследии 1701 года.  Есть люди, которые возмущаются тем, что королева платит только часть налогов. Они требуют, чтобы Елизавета II, как обычный гражданин страны, заплатила налог на наследство, причитающееся ей после смерти матери. В повестке дня, вероятно, стоит и сокращение репрезентативной роли членов королевской семьи – многим надоели постоянные скандалы, которые сопровождают некоторых членов королевской фамилии. 
Республиканское меньшинство требуeт полной отмены монархии. Однако возможно, что разговоры о кардинальных реформах, которые ведутся уже давно, ни к чему не приведут.

На протяжении пяти десятков лет Елизавете II удавалось сохранять любовь и уважение подданных, какая бы партия ни находилась у власти, и какой бы премьер ни возглавлял Кабинет Министров – консерватор Уинстон Черчилль или лейборист Гарольд Уилсон. 
Британская монархия, по мнению многих, выжила потому, что старалась идти в ногу со временем. Скорее всего, семья Виндзоров и в будущем сохранит за собой британский  трон, который ее представители занимают с 1714 года. 
JOIN THE MONARCHY DEBATE!

Given below are the results of the BBC opinion poll on the subject of Monarchy.

Join the debate and express your opinion. Quote the most interesting statements. 

Sum up the views FOR and AGAINST Monarchy.

ARE MONARCHIES RELEVANT

IN THE 21ST CENTURY?

BBC opinion poll
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How will we identify our nationhood in future? Our unwritten but vital constitution is in tatters; no Monarchy, no pound, no Union (or unity) between England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland or Commonwealth, Europe? The economy is not our national identity. Our history is! We seem determined to implement change for changes sake. European ideals will not replace individual national identity (unless all its members give up sovereignty, language and flag).  Unfashionable though it may be I think at this time we need to retain as many aspects of our history as possible, modified to today's needs but more or less intact, without them we will lose our roots - without roots our nationhood will wither. 

 
Martin, UK 

A monarch gives us some chance of being represented by a politically neutral figure. We are quite happy with the Queen, given that the alternative could be someone like Blair or Mr. Bush. 

Lori Whitley, England 

The English Crown is a racist symbol. That is why the English hold on to it. To them the Crown stands for England and they regard themselves as better than other nations even though they are an unimportant mediocre nation whose history is full of genocide, colonialism, slavery, etc., all done in the name of the crown. 

Leo, Germany 

Monarchy should be abolished totally, except in a museum. It is an insult to human collective intelligence. The idea of a chosen human being to be king/queen is absurd and demeaning. Its time has passed... let's bury it once and for all time. 

Sileshi Kassa, United States 

As citizen of a country which has a constitutional monarchy I think it's great that we have a royal family, also in the 21st century. The cultures from the different countries are getting more and more the same. With this in mind I think that we should embrace the traditions that we have, one being the monarchy. I know that tradition is never a reason, especially nowadays, so I will give another good reason: P.R. At a cost of 30 million pounds a year, our queen Beatrix promotes the Netherlands with any world-leader she meets. A lot of people in America and the rest of the world know Beatrix and by that the Netherlands. I say that's a bargain. 

Koen de Regt, Netherlands 

I understand that having a monarch as Head of State can be important in upholding the traditions of a country, but why can't the British monarchy be more like its European counterparts? The Spanish royal family lead lives which are very similar to their citizens.  The King and Queen of Spain are not afraid to walk down a street in Madrid without a bodyguard; and they are overall more approachable by the public. This is one of the main reasons why the Spanish people cherish their royal family so much. I think the British royal family could learn a lot from the Spanish or even Dutch royal families. 

Christina West, USA 

I greatly admire the Queen as do most Americans. A monarchy would not work here, but it adds much to England. 

James S. Ullman, USA 

I have often thought that the perfect arrangement would be a constitutional monarchy with a socialist government. I know that the monarchy is there but is the Labour Government socialist?? That boggles the mind. 

Brian Delaney, USA 

I live in a country that is the youngest of all. Yet, our heritage came from Europe and no monarchy was brought. Look what happened. We are doing just fine!

David A. Sambrano, USA 

I think monarchy represents history, it is just like a time tunnel which takes you into the past. Although it does not have any political significance in this century but it has a historical importance! 

Saima, Pakistan 

NO!!! Do you really want Camilla to be Queen? I do not think the monarchy in the UK is relevant now. It is bad enough we have Mr. Bush as president; Prince Charles is not much better. 

Nathan Sassaman, USA 

In Denmark most people agree that although our monarch, the Queen Margrethe II, does not govern, we like being a monarchy! I think about 90% would say that they are happy for having her as one of the best diplomats a country can have! She is a very talented artist and very, very intelligent... 

Bettina Loehmann, Denmark 

Anything with roots in the past is needed for the future. 

Mark Beudert, USA 

There is nothing unmodern about a monarchy. Presidents live in palaces too. And they are no more scandal-free than monarchs - just more political.


Jacques Rea, France 

At the moment, the monarchy is just causing scandal and a bad reputation. I don't see why we need them as we have a Government which can represent us in world affairs. Therefore, there is no need for the monarchy in today's society. (Which I think is the view of many young people.) The amount of resources that are given to them could be used for the homeless and the starving.  The Royals drain our country’s money. 

Lucy Fuller, England 

Monarchs are the dictators of the world. They are a family (most of them are relatives between them). Some of them may be good, but how can we guarantee that a nation will not be led by a psychopath just because he is the first son of a family? 

Defkalion Tsagarakis, Greece 

I think Prince William, when he becomes king, will bring change and modernisation to the monarchy. He will give our monarchy the youth and vitality which it has lacked for so long.    

James Martin, USA 

In Britain perhaps uniquely in all the world, monarchy stands for liberty... It's much better to have a gold coach going down the Mall with an escort of lifeguards, than it is to be in the kind of country where you celebrate the majesty of the state with a parade of red tanks going through Red Square, or a torchlight procession through the middle of Berlin. 

Peter Hitchens 
The British monarchy is a grotesque anachronism - it doesn't only damage Britain in the eyes of the world, it damages the Windsor family themselves...Do we really want to be seen in the twenty first century as the kind of Britain where birth determines worth and we bow and scrape towards people because of who their parents happen to be. Unelected undemocratic and unrepresentative. We the people should decide who our head of state is. Not some elderly woman simply there because of who her dad was. 

Johann Hari 
Monarchy, like other human institutions, changes with the times. For example, Queen Elizabeth's role today is much different to the role Henry VIII played. The reintroduction of monarchy in some countries which today are deep in the bowels of political strife might help to stabilise them by providing a ceremonial figurehead who can mediate between the factions simply because he/she is placed above politics. Most monarchs today play the role as the expression of the totality of a people rather than that of an unelected overlord. 

Chris, USA

The only reason to keep a monarchy is for historical continuity. It is important from the economic point of view of tourism and a sense of stability. Nevertheless, there is no logical reason why someone should be entitled to (or subjected to) the monarchy by birthright.

James, England 

Prime ministers come and go, while the monarchy is supposed to hold its apolitical head high above the fry.


Doreen Turner, England

JUST FOR FUN

On The Institution of Monarchy…

by Sue Townsend

….On the face of it the job of king looks quite attractive. The money is good, the holidays are long, you get to see the world, you don’t have to worry about missing your plane because of roadworks on the M25* – your plane waits for you. Come to think of it, if you’re king, what are you doing on the M25? Why aren’t you in your own helicopter, flying above the traffic-bound masses?

When a king reaches his destination, he doesn’t have to lug his baggage under a scorching sun towards a taxi driver. No, a king is lead by flunkies towards an air-conditioned limousine that proceeds to drive along streets closed to normal traffic due to “security”. There may be a little hand-waving to be done to the crowds of flag-brandishing schoolchildren fainting of sunstroke on the pavement, but there is no danger of straining the royal wrist – royal children almost from birth are trained to perfect their wave to the crowd.

Other advantages of being the king are meeting world-famous figures; having 24-hour room service (every day); and having a book written about you with a cover photograph that depicts you as being deeply serious, anguished individual. Already bowed down with their future responsibilities, kings are able to leave home knowing that somebody will feed the pets and that the video won’t be stolen.

When we wore lizardskin shoes and lived in caves, I suppose it made sense to have a king, somebody who bossed us  about and made sure the fire was kept going. We also believed that the earth was flat, in other words, we were ignorant peasants who lived in hovels and did not have the advantages of public libraries.

It is hard to be the king in the late twentieth century. The public is so much more sophisticated. Babies are now born knowing how to programme the video to record their favourite TV-series.
Let us now look at the disadvantages of being king:

Travel. You are met off the plane by a collection of late-middle-aged men in new suits, who sweat with nervous tension as they are introduced to you. Their handshakes feel like decomposing fish. They are nervous because you are the king.

Meeting the famous. Most famous people are boring. They only want to talk about themselves and constantly interrupt when you want to talk about yourself. The only reason they agree to meet you is because you are the king.

Your biography. Because your biographer comes from an ancient dynastic family, you feel obliged to tell all your innermost thoughts on the deprivations of your miserable childhood. You forgot that your mother and father can read and that a good thrashing, a cold bedroom and poor food constituted the childhood of most British people in the Forties. So you fail to get any sympathy and in your heart you know that the book has been commissioned, written and published because they think you will be king.

         One day you say to yourself, ‘I have not been ordained by God. I am human and I want to be free!’
*M25 – the ring-road around London – an extremely busy motorway.
(((
…Let’s be honest, Britain has been pretty unlucky with its kings and queens. There have been mad ones, bad ones, greedy ones and cruel ones. Some have been all these things at the same time!

The Brits have had their share of murdering, mutilating and misruling monarchs. 

Do we want any more?

The amazing answer is, ‘Probably – YES!’

Terry Deary

“Cruel Kings and Mean Queens”




Queen Elizabeth II told Parliament in her Golden Jubilee address (2002), that the monarchy needed to adapt to modern realities. 





"We've had a lot of constitutional reform and we need to make sure the Head of State is part of that process. " 


Michael Jacobs, general secretary of the Fabian Society





“The monarchy is caught at a crossroads between whether it continues at the apex of a very hierarchical class system in our society, or whether it moves over to be a symbol, a figurehead, of a much more classless society." 


Jack Straw, 


British Home Secretary  





Along with the official site of the British Monarchy � HYPERLINK "http://www.royal.gov.uk/" ��www.royal.gov.uk� there is an anti-Monarchy site in the Internet � HYPERLINK "http://www.ThroneOut.com" ��www.ThroneOut.com� – a humorous republican look at the lives of the House of Windsor. The motto of the site is “The Royals are overpaid, inbred, spongers!”








The royal family have undoubtedly learned the lessons of Diana, her direct physical approach to her public. The Queen smiles a great deal more in public than she used to do. Still she’s reluctant to the efforts of some recently appointed courtiers to mould her image and to make her a “touchy-feely” monarch.





“My guiding principles in life are to be honest, genuine, thoughtful and caring.”


Prince William 
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